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And He ſaid to Nathan, as the Lord 
liveth, the man that bath done this 
thing ſhall ſurely die: and Nathan 
ſaid to David, Thou art the 


Heſe words are the Concluſion of 

£ the Repreſentation, that Nathan made 
E- to David, by the way of Parable, 

to convince him of his great wickedneſs, 
in the matter of Uriah the Hittite ; and con- 
| tain, 
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tain, in them, Firſt, The Judgment David 
paſſed againſt the Rich Oppreflor, as the 


Lord liveth, the man that hath done this thing 


ſhall ſurely die; and Secondly, The Application 
Nathan here made, Thou art the Mm. But, 
fince the Hiſtory, and the Parable, are ſo well 
known, and the Righteouſneſs of the Judg. 
ment here paſſed, and the fitneſs of the Ap. 
plication, 5 aliens of, and allented to by 
all, it will be, 1 believe, of leſs benefit, to 
ſpeak to them, than it will be, to fee what 
Uſes, we may make, of ſuch a judgment, 
and ſuch an Application, in the manner they 

were here paſled. 
And, Firſt, we may obſerve, that the rea- 
dieſt way to pals a true Judgment upon any 
occaſion, is, to be ones ſelf diſintereſs d and 
unconcern d, and to remove the Cauſe to a 
third Perſon. David here conſider'd the Calc 
of a rich Man, taking by violence, from his 
poor Neighbour, a Lamb, that was his ſingle 
Treaſure and Delight, to {pare his own innu— 
merable Flocks ; and could not once imagine 
it was poſſible for him himſelf, to have, at 
any time of his whole Life, done the like : 
His generous Temper freed him from all ſuſ- 
picion 
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picion of ſuch Avarice; nor had he ever en- 
tertain'd a Traveller at any poor Man's 
Coſt, or grieved him in ſuch manner: The 
Circumſtances of his Life were never ſuch, 
nor ſuch, at any time, his Diſpoſition. And 
therefore he is very free to conlider narrowly, 
how much Injuſtice, and how much Cruelty, 
were ſeen in this one ſingle Act of Oppreſſion; 
and viewing it in all its moſt unſightly Co- 
lours, as freely could condemn it. Keep but 
your Conſcience clear, and your Underttand. 
ing will generally be ſo too: Our Paſſions and 
our Guile corrupt our Judgment ſtrangely. 
Our Wiſhes and Deſires cauſe us to argue 
ſtrongly in their Favour; and our Fes i 
ſhews us every thing amiſs in ſuch as are the 
Objects of it. The reaſon why we refer our 
Cauſes to the Arbitrement of a third Per. 
ſon, is not, becauſe he underſtands them bet- 
ter than our ſelves, (for that is not always 
ſo) nor that he loves Juſtice better, but be- 
cauſe he is an unconcern'd indifferent Man, 
and has no Intereſt, or Inclination, to corrupt 
and biaſs him, one way or other, but will 
judge according to Reaſon and what appeais. 
It is the ſame Caſe with our ſelves, when ei. 
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es 


ther Love or Hate, Hope or Fear, or any 
other Paſſion poſſeſſes us; we are too much 
prejudic'd to judge exactly righteous Judg- 
ment; every Inclination or Averſion drives 
us from that firmneſs and ſteadineſs of Mind, 
which is requiſite to the being impartial : 
Every little ſlight appearance is an Argu- 
ment, when our Good-will is on its fide, and 
the moſt ſolid weighty Reaſons are light as 
the Duſt of the Ballance, when urged againſt 
our Intereſt or our Humour : So that to be a 
fair and equal Arbiter, we muſt diveſt our 
ſelves of all Concern and Intereſt, This was 
the Blindneſs of the Antients Juſtice, ſhe was 
to ſee no Party, know no Perſon, but to hear 
Reaſon and Proof of Allegation, and to feel 
which Scale weigh'd heavieſt, and determine for 
it, | 


*Tis, certainly, one of the hardeſt things in 
the World to be indifferent, and to ſtand ex- 
actly pois d; but yet to form a right judgment, 
tis abſolutely neceſſary; for juſt as much as 


the mind inclines one, without Reaſon and 
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che better, and judge imparcially of Offences, A 

vie may. obſerve the;prudent way of Paralles, 
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Every Man and Woman looks well enough 
in their own Glals, but that is not the way to, 
judge of Beauty; we ſtand too near our ſelves, 
to ſee our ſelves exactly. In a word, we love 
our ſelves too well, to cenſure hardly; and 


the voice of Slander is che other Extream ; 
ſo that the common judgment, ofteneſt hits 
the truth, 4, e. in judging of our publick acti- 
ons. This unconcernedneſs it is, that oc- 
caſions us to judge more hardly of the Sins 
of other Men, to which we are not liable, 


N by Diſpoſition, or Temptation, than of our 
' own 3 not that we judge more hardly of other 


Peoples Sins, than they delerve, but that we 
find our ' ſel ves at liberty, by our innocence, 


to view them in their proper Colours, and 
to judge impartially of chem, and condemn 
them, as they ought to be condemned: where: 
as our own guilt, and fear, or our ſelf. love, 
| will not let us ſee our own offences in ſo good 
a light, nor ſuffer us to condemn them, with 


i ; 


That we may therefore know our ſelves 


the. 
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the Scriptures, to bring Men to a ſenſe of 
their Condition, and an acknowledgment of 
their Offence, by transferring the Cauſe to 
another Perſon, and ſhewing Men themſelves 
in another's Image ; which is a ſecond uſe we 
may make, of Nathan's treating David in 
this manner. 

Our Saviour, who was exceeding tender, 
where he could find the leaſt degree of mo- 
deſty, uſes this way of Parables moſt fre- 
quently, inſtructing and reproving the Jews, 
in the Perſon of a Stranger, (no body could 
tell who, or where, or when) without any 
Mortification or Reproach ; ſo that hearing 
they might not hear, and ſeeing, they might 
not perceive, and yet be converted and heal- 
ed, i.e. they might hear what he ſaid in Pa- 
rables, as ſaid of other People, to whom the 
Hiſtory related, and not as ſpoken to them 
ſelves, and yet might both conſider what was 
ſaid, and apply it to themſelves, and reap 
the benefit of it. The End our Saviour 
drived at, was not their ſhame, but their amend- 
ment, and therefore if they would but ap- 
prehend his meaning, he would preſs no far 
ther, Not but that he alſo made the other 
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les of Parables, to which they are fitted; as 


ſometimes to convey his Senſe in a figure, 
which he could not think fit to do, in plain 
words, for many good Reaſons; and at other 
times, to do as Nathan here does, drive them 
to accuſe and condemn themſelves, in a third 
Perſon, which they would not have done in 
When the Lord of the Vineyard cometh 
(ſaich Chriſt, Math. 21. 40.) what will be do 


to thoſe Husbandmen, who had beaten and 


ſtoned his Servants, and killed at laſt his Son? 
They ſay unto him, He will miſerably deſtroy thoſe 
wicked Men, &c, Thus, by this Parable, he 
brought them to acknowledge the Juſtice of 
God, in deſtroying the Jewiſh People, for 


their great infidelity, and cruelty ſhewn to 


himſelf, * the true Meſſiah, and the Son of 
God; a thing they had hardly ever done, had 
he ſaid the thing in ſo many plain Words: 
becaule we can diicern the faults, and aſſign 
the puniſhment of all the World, ſooner than 
our own, Had Nathan come to David, and 
told him of a certain Prince in the World, 
who haying abundance of Wives and Con- 
cubines of his own, would not yet, in a fit 


of diſſolution, ſatisfie thoſe inclinations, where 


B 2 he 
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he might without offence or injury, but would 
needs lend to one, who was his Neighbour and 
2 Nobleman, to have his Wife, who had but 
one, and whom he lov'd moſt tenderly, and 
with whom he liv'd in the beſt manner that 
could be; and accordingly debauch'd her 
from her Nuptial Bed, bereaving the Man of 
all the joy and ſatisfaction of his Life. Had 
Nathan addreſs'd to David with this Story, the 
King had found out his drift immediately, but 
the rude application would have given him 
ſuch diſtaſte, that tho' he might have been 
convinced of his guilt, yet probably he would 
not ſo freely have confeſſed himſelf guilty. 
The bluntneſs of Reproof, does not well ſuit 
with the Modeſty of humane nature; and 
downright coming upon a Man, puts him up- 
on his guard, into whoſe good liking you 
might have inſinuated your ſelf, and gained 
your point, by artificial ſoft approaches. They 
who will hear your Wiſdom and attend to 
your Rep:oots, whilſt you are ſpeaking of ano- 
ther Man, if you aſſault themſelves wich ac- 
cuſation, will avoid you with contempt, or 
hear you wich a ſullen ſilence: Nay, when a 

Man is ſure you come with purpoſe of re 
; TY proving 
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-roving him, he will endure it better, through 
anothers fide, and by the way of Parable, than 
by immediate application, tho he himſelf will 


certainly apply it, as intended. And People 


who delign the good and benefit of thoſe they 
would reprove, will be as careful as they 
can, to do it in the molt acceptable manner; 
their chiefeſt aim is to ſecure their end, and 
their next point of Wiſdom is to uſe ſuch 
methods as: are eaſieſt and moſt” uſeful. 
And this eſpecially ſhould be obſerv'd, in deal- 
ing wich perverſe Tempers, or with great Su- 
criors., And this is the more remarkable in 
the Inſtance before us, becauſe the. Meſſage 
came immediately from God, and was' to be 
delivered, without regard to any thing that 
might happen; he was to tell David how 
wicked a Man he was, and had commirted 
the worſt Adultery, and the worſt Murther 
that could be, as they were circumſtantiated 
and dreſs d, and that God was exceedingly 
diſpleaſed with him for it. This he mult ſay, 
let David take it as he would; but yet he 
took the liberty to prepare his way, by Me- 


thocs the moſt prudent, by introducing his 


Meſlage with this Parable, which ſhew'd the 
en Ning 
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guilty of, and cauſed him to condemn him. 


elf, by condemning the like Offences in 
another Man, he knew not whom. And when 
he was, by this prejudging of ' himſelf, dil 

oſed to bear it, the Prophet then ſpeaks out. 
155 art the Man. The Prophet muſt diſcharge 
his Duty, and deliver his Meſſage, if ic come 
from God, let the Event be what it will; that 
he agrees to, when devoted to his Service, and 
knows his Recompence. Bur ſtill it will be 
left to the Diſcretion of the Prophet to pitch 
upon the manner of doing it, and therein i; 
his Wiſdom to be exercis'd, by ſtudying wel 


the Men he has to deal withal. John Bapti| 
openly rebukes the Prince, and tells him that 


he muſt not have his Brother Philip's Wife, 


and is a great Example of the Freedom that 


a e of God may take when gentle 
Courſes 


del of a wiſe Eccleſiaſtick, that is left us, wil 
talk to Felix in generals, and preach of Tem i 
perance and Righteouſneſs, Virtues to which 
that Governor was every way a Stranger, and 
leave him to make application himſelf, which 
he did, it ſeems, with Trembling and Diſc 

der, 


ail him: St. Paul, the perfecteſt Mo 
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ger. Both of them, did, I doubt not, what 


they found moſt proper, conſidering Time, 
and Place, and Perſon, And we want not 
other inſtances, in both che Teſtaments, of dif. 
ferent ways of managing different Perſons, 
with more or leſs Reſervedneſs. And there. 
fore great Diſcretion is to remper Zeal, to 
prevent its Exceſſes; and Zeal is to come in, 


and hinder our Diſcretion from „ 


into Fear and Cowardice, and being corrupte 
by our Intereſt or Self- love: For no Example 
can be an adequate ſufficient Rule in all Caſes, 
to all People. 

Parables ja 
ſoft and gentle way of treating with Mankind, 


and bringing them to Conviction by Reaſon ; 


tho' he ſometimes uſes more Severity and 


Sharpneſs, according as the Caſe required. Na- 


than here takes the ſame courſe, and with good 
effect. David was again caught into a Con- 


demnation of himſelf, and a revocation of 
Abſalom from Baniſhment, by a like Parable, . 
by a wiſe Woman, ſuborn d by Joab, for that 


purpoſe. She told him a mournful Story, of 


her being a Widdow, and having two Sons, . 
| the one of which was kill d by the other, and 
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the ſurviving one perſu'd to death by her Re. 
lations, and by theſe means her Houle and 
Name ſhould be extinguiſhed quite. The 
King takes pity on her ſad Condition, and 
promiſes no further Proſecution ſhould be 
made for her Son's Blood; and then ſhe ſheu, 
how much it was his oun Caſe, who had for 
ever baniſhed Abſalom, for the Murther of his 
Brother Annon ; a thing that could not now 
be remedied, nor better d by another's ſuffer. 
ing; upon which, he took the like pity on 
himſelf, hearkned to the Defires of all his Peo. 
ple, and recall'd his Baniſh'd. We can {cc 
that, in another's Caſe, which our Concern 
will not let us, ſee, in our own, even when ir 

is, ſometimes, to our advantage. 
Thirdly, We may obſerve Ei: hence the 
great Partiality and Blindneſs of Self-love, that 
will not let us ſee how heinous. our own Of. 
fences are, nor ſuffer us to condemn them with 
the Rigour they deſerve, hen we do ſee them. 
If che cruel Oppreſſion of this rich Man, in 
the Parable, delerv'd Death, in the Opinion 
of David, what would the Violation of the 
| Marriage-bed deſerng; And, what the Mur 
cher of the Husband? But David knew” of 
no 


ceſlion or increaſe of Happinels, 0. him; But 
Pale '$ | 
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no ſuch Man, as yet ; till Nathan took the 

Glaſs, and ſhew'd him the Man that had done 
that Wickednels, and that (according to his 
own Judgment) deſerv'd to die for it. When 
one would do Juſtice, one ſhould remove the 
Cauſe to a third Perſon, and be wholly uncon- 
cern'd ; but when we would ſhew Mercy, then 
let us bring it home, and put our ſelves in the 
Condition. But let us take King David at his 
Word, That the Man that hath done this thing ſhall 
ſurely die, or deſerves to die: And we may lee, 
how tranſcendently great the Mercies of God 
are to Men, above what Men can afford with 
Reaſon to one another. Violent Theft is wor- 
thy of Death, ſo is Adultery, and ſo is Mur— 
ther; they are Offences, that deſtroy che Peace 
and Happineſs of Mankind, and overthrow So- 
ciety and good Order, ſo that there is no li- 
ving, here they go unpuniſhed, and there- 
fore every one condemns them, with all che 
reaſon he has. No all theſe Sins are no leſs 
heinous in the fight of God, than they are 
milchie vous to Men; and yet God pardons 
them upon Repentance. Tis true, no Sin can 
give him any diſturbance, or do him any real 
Milchiet 3 as neicher can any Viitue make ac- 
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if Vice and Virtue are any thing but Names, 
if Good and Evil are not things that belong 
to this Life only, then mult Sin diſpleaſe him 
and offend him greatly ; it there be another 
Life, and anv Truth in the whole body of 
Revelations; the Mercy of God is infinitely 
great in forgiving Sins to Men upon Repen. 
rance ; and fo great, that if Men ſhould ex. 
tend the like to one another, the World could 
not long ſubſiſt. 
The Prophet having brought the Prince to 
condemn an act of cruel Violence, in another 
Man, and thereby prepar'd him to do as much 
for himſelf, if it were juſt, pulls off his Dil. 
guiſe, and diſcovers himſelf to him, tells him 
in plain Words, Thou art the Man, and gives 
him the Hiſtory of his ill-contrivd Adultery 
and Murther, at length, The Parable referr'd 
to his Adultery only, becauſe That was the prin. 
cipal Fact, in Purpoſe and Deſign, and the 
Murther only followed, as it were by accident; 
but now he charges him with both, the wicked 
Cauſe, and the more wicked Effect: Thou art 
the Man, that didſt debauch the Wife, and kill 
the Husband. 
\ There are ſome things, relating to this Mur 
ther of Hriah, too conſiderable to be overlook's, 


and 
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and therefore let us ſee to them under this head, 
Thou haſt killed Uriah the Hittite with the ſword, 
and haſt taken his Wife to be thy Wife, and haſt ſlain 
him with the ſword of the Children of Ammon. Here 
he is plainly charg'd with the Murther of Ixiab, 
and ſaid to have killed him, tho he fell by the 
Sword of the Children of Ammon, at the Siege 
of Rabbah. The reaſon is, becaule he ſent to 
Joab, to place Uriahin the fore-front of the Bat- 
tel, and then to order his Companions to retire 
from him, that the Enemy might the better 
fall upon him and kill him. Here is a plain 
deſign of murthering him, and laid in the moſt 
likely manner to effect it: David had had the 
guilt of Murther, had Uriah elcaped, by Va- 
lour or by Accident, becauſe he intended the 
thing, and pitch'd upon the ſureſt means of do- 
ing it. Joab the General was in vol vd in this 
Murther alſo, becauſe he was conſcious of the 
King's Deſign, and had not the Honeſty to put 


it by, or refuſe to be the Inſtrument of ſuch a 


piece of Villany; and no compliance with his 
Prince's Orders can excuſe him: The moſt Ar- 
bitrary Monarch on che Earth can have no 
power to do Injuſtice; and he who has no 
right to Command, can have no right to Obedience. 
Had 7oab been as brave as he was valiant, - and 
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good as he was cunning, he might have eaſily 
preſerv d Wriahs Life, for which the King, in 
ſoberer Humour, would have .thank'd and 


bleſs d him: But the leaſt he ſhould have done, 


had been, to have refus'd the vile Employ— 
ment; but chuſing rather to comply with ſuch 
unjuſt and murtherous Commands (tho of his 
King) he was certainly involv'd in the guilt of 
Uriabh's Murcher. As for the Men, M ho retir d 
from him in Battel, it is not certain whether 
they were let into the knowledge of this De- 
ſign, but might retire according to Orders, and 
; that is moſt likely, conſidering the numbers 
that muſt otherwiſe have been acquainted with 
this wicked Project: Tis ſure, chat as many as 
deſignedly retir d from him, when the Enemy 
preis d upon him, were deſignedly guilty of 
this Murther, and betray'd a brave Man to 
death. Tis a true Plague, chis Wickedneſs 
a Man infects all he converſes with, and gives 
them death, but dies himſelf alſo. David makes 
Joab guilty of Hriahs Death, and many other 
Officers and Soldiers, but is himſelf, after all 
that, the Man that kills Uriah. The Children 
of Ammon kill'd him fairly, tho* David kill d 
him treacherouſly, by their hand; the Scrip- 
tures ſay, that David kill d him with the Sword 
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of Ammon, but tlie Reproaches of the Prophet 
ſignifie that Ammon murthered him by David's 
wicked Order, by Joab's wicked Obedience, 
and by the bale deſertion of his fellow Soldiers. 
The hand alone that killed this Worthy Soldier, 
was entirely innocent, and free from the guilt 
of Blood, killing him only as an Enemy; and 
che Men that touch d him not, were guilty of 
his Death; that is the force of wicked purpoſes 
perſued with wicked correſpondent Orders. Men 
muſt not therefore think, they avoid the guilt 
of many crimes, by avoiding the being con- 
cerned immediately in Perſon in committing 
them; there is a murthering Men by other Peoples 
Swords than our own; and a {wearing People 
out of their Eſtates, by other Men's Perjuries; 
and a doing violence by other Peoples hands, of 
which we may our elves be guilty, and for 
which we ſhall one day anſwer, as well as our 
inſtruments. A Man may contract guilt, even 
by intentions, wiſhes, and, deſires, altho' they 


never take effect; chey are matter of Command 


on God's part, and of Cbedience on ours, as 
tar as it is in our power to order or reſtrain 
them, and no farther; but When we have ex- 


preſſed [thoſe thoughts and deſires to other 


will 
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will take effect according to the influence o- 
command we have over thoſe to whom they 
are communicated ; and according to the mea. 
ſure of that Power, ſhall we be guilty of the 
miſchiefs that follow, If one Man perſwade 
another, his equal, to a piece of wickednels, he 
will be guilty of that wickedneſs himſelf, tho' 
it be not plain how far, nor in what degree 
or meaſure; but if he command, or uſe au 
thority with Arguments, to his Son, or Ser. 
vant, to commit the ſame wickedneſs, he wil 
be, in ſuch caſe, more guilty, proportionably 
to the power and influence a Father, or: 
Maſter is preſumed to have over a Son, 
or Servant; which he uſes to ſo bad pur: 
poſe, If David the King, or Joab the Genera, 
command a common Soldier to retire from 
Uriah in the heat of Battle, and leave him to 
pn, they will be ſomewhat more guilty 0 
lriab's Death, than a common Officer would 
be, tho counſelling che ſame thing; becauſ 


the authority and influence of the former u 


ſo much greater, and more like to take effect 
and the Soldier is preſumed to be more at l. 
berty to refuſe his compliance with ſuch un- 
Juſt and villainous commands, when they com: 


from one who is nearer to him, and whol: 


diſpleaſure 


\ 
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difpleaſure he dreads not ſo much, nor hopes 
ſo much from his favour, Thus there are 
many ways of doing miſchief, and committing 
wickednels, beſides the being actually and per- 
ſomlly concerned in doing it. And let che 
means be what they will, we ſhall be anſwer— 
able for them, as far as they are ours, and 
for the force we give them, by our command, 
or threats, by counſel and perſwaſion, by our 
abetting and encouragement, and approbation, 
nay by our very looks and geſtures, and ſome- 
times our ſilence : Whatever way we take de- 
ſignedly, to influence any one, to what is 
wicked, no doubt we ſhall be anſwerable for; 
for this is our ability and power, and this we 
ule, to miſchief, and forbidden purpoſes. Let 
the People therefore that are buſted in this bad 
work of ſetting others upon wicked actions, 
conſider this, that however innocent they ap- 
pear to the World, and unconcerned, however 
wary to avoid the cenſure of People, and 


the puniſhment of the Laus, by keeping out 


of ſight, and at a diſtance; they are neverthe- 
leſs guilty before God, according to the power 


f ? and influence they have had over the laitru- 


ments of wickednels that they employed: and 


Judgment, 
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Judgment, to have kept their Tongues from a 
Perjury, and their hands from Blood or other : 
violence, when their hearts have been deeply ( 
concerned in willing and defiring, and con WU _ 
triving and reſolving, and their congues em. N 
ployed in inſinuating, perſwading, threatning, b 
or commanding Wickednels, to other People. 5 

This uſe we may well make of this Cir- 4 


cumſtance of the matter of Hriah ; David is 8 
charged with killing Him, altho' he periſh'd T 
by the Sword of Ammon. His heart was in Bi 
the matter, he uſed his authority with Joab, h 
and he his with other People, and ſo the Man 7 
periſhed. The fountain of this wickedneſs, wi 


was David; it was He that killed Uriah. W we 

When David roſe up from his Bed, and fell 40 
into the Snare that was not laid for him, but 7 
for which, his ſloath and fullneſs moſt unhap- 8 


pily diſpoſed him, (and which ought to wain don 
us all, the great ones moſt eſpecially, of che great 72 
dangers of luxurious idleneſs) how little did ks 
he think of all theſe conſequences! O turn away > 
mine eyes leaſt they behold vanity ! was a Prayer * 
that ſhould not then have been forgotten. I ou, 


That curious heated gaze, will coſt you al 5 
your innocence and virtue; you will debauch gig 
the loyalty of the Wife, abule the braveſt Sub. 15 
4 34 20 5 ject 
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ject that you have, and murther bim at laſt, 
and imbrue in his blood the hands of a great 
General, and it may be, of many other inno- 
cent as yet, and honeſt Officers, and Soldiers. 
Had theſe things been foretold, they had ſcarcely 
been believed; but yet they came to pals, and 
not unnaturally or ſtrangely: One Sin engages 
us in more, and when once we leave the right 
way, we know not whither we {hall wander. 
This is a leſſon that we ought for ever to re- 
member: and could we ſee, as ſure as we 
ſhall feel, the conſequences of our actions, 
we ſhould be conſtantly upon our guard; and 
we might ſee, as well as need to be, would 
we conſider humane Nature, and our ſelves, 


and obſerve how it has generally been with. 


other: People; for where the Paſſions of Men 
are at the bottom, and the great moving 
Springs, we may reaſonably expect the like 
effects and fruits, in all Men and in all 
Ages. | 

Another uſe, that we may make of Na. 
hans Application, may be, to uſe his words: 
our ſelves upon occaſion ; to be in earneſt, and 
to let our Conſciences pronounce theſe words 


diſtinctly to us, thou art the Man, when there 
is reaſon, A Prophet will not always be at 
| D 


hand 
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hand, to tell us when we have offended, but ey 
every ones own heart will be to him a Prophet, I ap 
and ſpeak it plainly to him, if he will but hear it. Ce 
We do not want a very faithful and exact Re- hi 
membrancer within, of Gods own appoint- nes 
ment, if we will give our ſelves but leave to Det 
meditate and recollect. And this indeed is the 10 
true uſe we are to put our Memories to, when Da 
we read or hear the word of God, or Books to 
of humane compoſition and authority, Re- his 
ligious or Hiſtorical, or hear Diſcourſes in as 
theſe Places. We may, by an honeſt Appli- tha 
cation, make good uſe of all we hear or read; hor 
find our ſelves often repreſented and deſcribed; inte 
often ſpoken to, exhorted and reproved, com- dul 
manded, threatned, and encouraged, in the and 
Perſon of other People; tis ſpoken in general, my 
we our ſelves muſt bring it home; 'tis ſaid of | Sor 
a certain, I know not who, the Conſcience is or 


to ſay, Thou art the Man. Our publick labours the 
elſe would be to little purpole. We do, and and 
muſt, direct our Diſcourſes to the World of and 


hearers in general, and (peak of duties, and {tru 
inſiſt upon Commands and Prohibitions, and He: 
of moſt points in general; and dwell not on I Ap 
private cales, or particular occaſions, of which | thei 


we know little or nothing; it is the part of Þ | 
every © 
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every fingle hearer, to make a faithful and exact 


application of whar belongs to him, himſelf, This 


Command 1s general, and obliges me ; this Pro- 
hibicion takes in me. This is a duty I have long 


neglected; a fault of which I have not yet re- 


pented ſo as to forgoe; this is a general Sin, 
a which I am involy'd ; this offence is laid to 


David's charge, but yet my Conſcience tells me 


too, I am the Man. The Man that has abuſed 
lis Neighbour, and defiled his Bed, and thrown 
2 Spurious Iſſue into his Poſſeſſions; the Man 
that has deprived his Neighbour of his fame and 
honour, by ſecret lies and ſlanders, ſent abroad 
into the World by other Peoples folly and cre- 
dulity; deprived him of his Eſtate by Perjuries 
and forged Deeds, of People hired to it, by 
my contrivance and ſuggeſtion, and rewards. 
Some ſuch way as this, it is, that what we hear 
or read, mult operate; it is thus that Moſes and 


the Prophets, Chriſt and his Evangeliſts, Apoſtles, 


and other Miniſters, tho? dead, yer ſpeak to us; 


and thus we muſt avail our ſelves of their In- 


ſtructions, Exhortations and Corrections; our 


Hearts will never fail of reminding us, what 


| Applications will be proper, unleſs we corrupt 
| them, by wicked Principles, continual pleaſures, 
or lottiſhneſs uninterrupted. 


D 2 'T'was 
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Twas a ſtrange Lethargy chat David fell in. 
to, for the ſpace of at leaſt ten Months, and 
one can hardly tell how a Man fo quick and 
tender as he was, could poſſibly continue 0 
long unmoleſted ; the Liberties of Princes and 
great Men in the Eaſt, were always very great, 
and ſo continue to this day, and nothing put; 
ſo ftrong an impeditnent in the way of the 
Goſpel, as that one Article of Women : bu: 
yet Adultery was ſo pofrively forbidden and 
puniſhed by Moſes his Law, that David, an 
underftanding Jew, could not excuſe himſelf, 
to himſelf, by any ſuch Eaſtern Indulgence; 
And as for the Murther, David knew better 
than all the World beſides that he was guilty 
of it; the World concluded he fell in open 
Battle by the hand of a declared Enemy, but 
David Knew his own Intentions and his Orders: 
We are therefore at liberty to think, that 
David was not, for ten whole Months, per 
fectly ignorant and unconcerned, and without 
all troubleſome Reflection ot what had paſt 
but that he was, like People half aſleep, 2. 
larmed with a fort of diſtant noiſe, but no: 
enough to waken them throughout ; He lay as 
it were in pleaſing flumbers, and was ta 
of riſing to a full Recollection of what h: 

ind I had 
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had done, and yet not able quite to ſhake it 
off. In the ignorance we are in of what could 


give him full ſecurity under the burthen of ſuch 


Sins, we may reaſonably enough conclude he 
was not altogether undifturb'd, tho he was 


but now awaken'd thoroughly. "Tis no new 
ching for People to live ſecure and unrepenting 
of great Sins, for as many Years, as David did 
Months, but their Conſcience is not all that 
time aſleep, their Hearts do all that while their 
Office, and rebuke them often, but chey are 
neither heard nor attended to, as they ſhould 


be; and that, tis probable, was David's Caſe; 
ill Nathan came from God, and brought him 


fully to his Senſes. 3904 


But be that as it will, let a Man but deal 


ſincerely, and be true to himſelf, I think his 


| Conſcience! will never fait of doing its Office, 


of giving kim good: warnintz f offending, and 


ol repioaching him« with his Offenes, and tel 


ling him, without diſguiſe, He is the Ma. When 


| Lay therefore, char a Man fhould: uſe theſe 


Vords: of Nathaytand' hd a Propliet to him- 
lelt, I mean that he ſhould uſe no Shifts or 


wicked Arts, to ſtifle his remembrance of his 
tormer Life, but let his Conſcience do its part, 
n reflecting on uchat is paſt, and im applying 


faith. 
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faithfully what is heard or read, proper to his 
Condition, and I make no doubt but he would 
often hear it ſay with Nathan, Thou art the May, 
And truly unleſs a Man will do his Heart this 
Right, as to let it ſpeak freely, rebuke, admo. 
niſh, and remind, upon fit occaſions, withou: 
endeavouring to choak or ſilence it, by vicious 
Habits, and a conſtant ſucceſſion of Buſineſs, 
or Diverſions, it will be hard for him, ever to 
be again renew d to Repentance; a Prophet is 
not ready always to make ſuch ſeaſonable Ap. 
plications as a Man's on Conlcience will, 
which travels always with him, nor preſs Par- 
ticulars ſo home ; and if there ſhould be one, 
he might not, poſſibly, be heard; for when a 
Man has harden'd himſelf againſt the Re- 

roaches that his own Heart makes him, and 
Dag ic by frequent Slightings and Rejectings, 
it will naturally ſlacken, grow by degrees leſs 
ſenſible, and let the Man go on uncheck'd and 
uncontroll d, and then the Prophet never can 
be heard; and this is the natural way of har- 
dening the Heart, till, in time, it come to be 
wholly unaffected with what it reads or hears, 
and all Inſtruction, Exhortation, and Rebuke, is 
loſt upon it; the fearfulleſt Condition a Man 
can fall into, and hardly to be avoided by any 


One 


a Wixpsos, June 17, 1705. 


27 


f one who flights this faithful Monitor, which is 
placed by God in him, to guide him, and di- 
rect him. | 


Theſe are ſome of the Uſes we may make 


of this Tranſaction betwixt the Prophet and 


the King. And when ſo good a Man as David 


falls into ſuch horrible Offences, the reſt of the 
World had need be much upon their guard; 
but this is no Encouragement to either good 
or bad People; they have nothing to imitate 


of this Example, but the readineſs of hearken- 


ing to the voice of God, either ſpeaking to their 


Hearts by ſecret good Suggeſtions, and remem- 


| brances of their Offences, or to their Ears, by 


the reproofs of his holy Word, or by his Pro- 
phets, warning them to Repentance and Amend- 


ment. And they who will do this, and with 
Sincerity and true Contrition humbly confeſs 


their Sins before God, reſolve to leave them 


preſently, and by his Grace live in his fear, and 
a careful Obedience for the future, ſhall hear the 
Word of God pronounced to their Ears by the 
Prophet Nathan, and confirm'd to their Hearts, 
by Faith in the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, The Lord 
hath put away thy Sins, thou ſhalt not die. 
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